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SELECTIONS PROM THE MILITARY PAPERS OP 
GENERAL JOHN" CADWALADER. 

[By the munificent gift of Mrs. Charles Evart Cadwalader, the His- 
torical Society of Pennsylvania has recently acquired the military and 
family papers of General John Cadwalader. In addition to the military 
papers, which relate to important epochs in the war for independence, 
from which the following selections have been copied, there is also 
the notable correspondence between General Cadwalader and Joseph 
Eeed.] 

(General Washington to Colonel J. Cadwalader.) 

Sir, 

As your Troops (from Philadelphia) can be better ac- 
comodated in this place than at Princeton, where Quarters 
are scarce, I would have you remain here till the whole of 
your Brigade comes up — In the meanwhile, keep me reg- 
ularly advised of their arrival, that I may endeavour to time 
other matters thereby. — 

If they are not already properly arranged no time should 
be lost in doing of it — not in compleating them with am- 
munition — keep them regularly supplied with three days 
Provisions ready Cooked — that they may be ready to march 
at a moments warning. — 

The Marines — Sailors & ct from Philadelphia you will take 
under your care till a further disposition of them can be 
made, if necessary, letting me know in the meanwhile if 
they came out resolved to act upon Land or meant to con- 
fine their services to the Water only. 

Delay no time in advising me of your Strength — with 
sincere esteem and regard 

I am D r Sir 

y 1 most ob* 

Trenton "I ., nrra Q". Washington 

T* Dec \ im 
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(General Washington to Colonel J. Cadwalader.) 

Head Quarters Falls of Delaware 
11 th Decern. 1776 
Sir 

From the Movement of the Enemy downwards I think 
it highly necessary that the Post at Dunks's Ferry should 
be guarded. I therefore desire that one of the Battalions of 
your Brigade may immediately march, and take post at that 
place. If it is agreeable to you I would chuse the 3 d Bat- 
talion under the Command of L* Colonel Nixon. The other 
two Battalions should be under Orders to march at a Mo- 
ments Warning — I expect the pleasure of your Company 
at dinner, but if you cannot come, as soon after as is con- 
venient — 

I am Sir 
y r most ob* Serv' 
Col. Cadwallader G°. Washington 

The Battalion that goes down should be provided with two 
Field peicis, with Artillery Men & Ammunition in propor- 
tion 

[Endorsed.] 

To 

Col. John Cadwallader 

Commandant of 

Pennsylvania Militia 

(General Washington to Col. J. Cadwalader.) 

Head Quarters — Trenton Falls Decemb 12 1776 
Orders for Col. Cadwallader 

You are to post your Brigade at and near Bristol — Col 
Nixons Kegiment to continue where it is at Dunkes ferry — 
but if you find from Beconnoitering the ground or from any 
movement of the Enemy that any other disposition is nec- 
essary you'l make it accordingly without waiting to hear 
from me, but to acquaint me of the alteration and the rea- 
sons for it as soon as possible. You'l establish the Necessary 
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Guards and throw up some little Redoubts at Dunkes ferry 
and the different passes in the Mishanome — Pay particular 
attention to Dunkes ferry as its not improbable something 
may be attempted there. Spare no pains or expense to get 
intelligence of the Enemies motions and intentions — Any 
promises made or sums advanced shall be fully complied 
with & discharg'd — keep proper Patrols going from Guard to 
Guard — Every piece of intelligence you obtain worth notice 
send it forward by express — If the Enemy Attempt a land- 
ing on this side, you'l give them all the opposition in your 
power — Should they land between Trenton falls and Bor- 
dentown ferry — or any where above Bristol and you find 
your force quite unequal to their force give them what Op- 
position you can at Meshannemoy ferry & fords — In a word 
you are to give them all the Opposition you can without 
hazzarding the loss of your Brigade. Keep a good Guard 
over such Boats as are not Scuttled or renderd unfit for use — 
Keep a good lookout for Spies — endeavor to magnify your 
Numbers as much as possible. 

Let the troops always have three days provisions cookt be- 
fore hand — Indeavor to keep your Troops as much together 
as possible Night & Day, that they may be ever in readiness 
to March upon the shortest Notice — You'l consult with the 
Comodore of the Galley and endeavor to form such an 
arrangement as will most effectually Guard the Biver — To 
your discretion and prudence I submit any further regu- 
lations and recommend the greatest degree of Vigilance. 

If you should find yourself unable to defend the passes on 
the Meshanome or the Enemy should rout you from your 
Post, you are to repair to the strong ground near Germain- 
town unless you have orders from me or some other General 
officer to the contrary 

Be particularly attentive to the Boats & Vessels and suffer 
no person to pass over to the Jerseys without a permit. — 

Given at Head Quarters Trenton Falls — the 12 day of 
December 1776 

G°. Washington 
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(General Washington to Colonel J. Cadwalader.) 

Sir, 

Fix with Col . Griffin on your Points of attack — In this as 
circumstances must govern, I shall not interfere ; but let 
the hour of attack be 26 th , and one hour before day (of that 
morning.) — 

I have wrote to Col . Hitchcock to join his Brigade to 
yours, and co-operate there with. — If you should be success- 
ful (of which I have the highest hopes) move forward if pos- 
sible, so as to form a junction with me, if the like good for- 
tune should attend our Enterprize, either at Trenton or 
Princeton. 

Let your Men be provided with Blankets and three days 
Provisions ready Cooked. — 

Most ardently wishing you success I am 

Y r Most Obed" 

G°. Washington 

Head Quarters) 17 -, fi 

24th December! 

(General Washington to Colonel J. Cadwalader.) 

Head Quarters Dec' 25 th 1776 
Sir 

I have yours of Yesterday & have no doubts of your do- 
ing every thing in your power to promote the Enterprize 
which I wish you may do as far as you see consistent with 
propriety 

If nothing more is adviseable a Diversion may facilitate the 
attempt above — The Dover Militia you may keep to assist 
you — Gen 1 . Putnam will have Instructions how to Dispose 
of the rest, I wish Col . Keed may see Col . Griffin before his 
men are Dispers'd — should any Occurrence of Moment 
happen, you'll please advise me of it immediately. 

I am Sir 

Y r very Hble Serv* 
G°. Washington 
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(General Washington to Colonel J. Cadwalader.) 

Mc. Kenkeys Ferry 25 th Decern. 1776 
Six O'Clock P. M. 
Dear Sir 

Notwithstanding the discouraging Accounts I have re- 
ceived from Col . Reed of what might be expected from the 
Operations below, I am determined, as the Night is favour- 
able, to cross the River and make the Attack upon Trenton 
in the Morning. If you can do nothing real, at least create 
as great a diversion as possible — 

I am Sir 

y r most ob' Serv' 
G°. Washington 
Col. Cadwallader 

(Joseph Eeed to Col. J. Cadwalader.) 

Dear Sir 

I found Col. Griffin here but very sick abed. — He left the 
Militia about 400 at Haddonfleld — he thinks they have not 
separated — The Virginians have returned to this City — the 
Field Pieces brought back to Coopers Ferry & the Artillery 
Company came over to this Town. — Gen. Putnam has de- 
termined to cross the River with as many Men as he can 
collect which he says will be about 500 — he is now mustering 
them & endeavoring to get Proctors Company of Artill 7 . to 
go with them I wait to know what Success he will meet 
with & the Progress he makes — but at all Events I shall be 
with you this Afternoon. — The Time is so short that there 
will not be the least Probability of the Generals reaching 
Mt. Holly in Time to act in Concert — if the Enterprize could 
be postponed one Day, he would be able to reach it — but if 
we proceed as proposed his Movement will only have the 
Effect to alarm them keep their Attention fixed & of Course 
divide their Force. I have wrote to Gen. "Washington & 
stated this Particular Col. Griffin is very sure their Force 
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is divided between the Black Horse & Mt. Holly & thinks 
we may safely strike a Strike at either Place — 

I have desired the General to send to Bristol if he alters 
his Plan or has any Thing to communicate as there will be 
no Person here to receive any Orders — 

Griffin advises by all Means that you carry over as many 
Field Peices as you can 

I shall be with you immediately 

Yours 

Philad. 11 ".Clock J Reed 

Dec. 25, 1776. 

(General Washington to Colonel J. Cadwalader.) 

Head Qrs Trenton 

Dec* 27: 1776 
Dear Sir 

I was just now favoured with your two letters of the 25 th 
and 26 th Instant and regret much the cause that prevented 
your passing the River, had it not been for this accident, I 
am persuaded our plans would have been accomplished to 
our utmost wishes. The second Obstacle hindered Gen 1 . 
Ewin from giving his aid and cooperating in the attack on 
Trenton, could we have had his force to have secured the 
pass over the Bridge, The whole of the Enemy must have 
fallen into our hands : But availing themselves of this cir- 
cumstance all that could, retreated with the greatest precipi- 
tation without making the least opposition. Those that re- 
mained drew up but in such confusion & disorder that they 
were incapable of making a successful resistance. You have 
the number of officers &c. below the Damages we sustained 
was very inconsiderable, not more than a private or two 
killed, one or two wounded & Capt" "Washington of the third 
Virginia Regiment. I should have most certainly pursued 
those that retreated had it not been for the distressed situation 
of my Troops (about Three or four & twenty hundred in 
number, who had experienced the greatest fatigue) in break- 
ing a passage thro the ice and all the Severities of rain & 
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Storm. This with the apprehension that we could receive 
no Succours, and that the difficulty of passing & repassing 
the River might become greater, led us to conclude our 
return eligible. The officers & Men who were engaged in 
the Enterprize behaved with great firmness, perservance & 
bravery and such as did them the highest honour. 

I shall be extremely ready, and it is my most earnest 
wish, to pursue every means that shall seem probable to de- 
stroy the Enemy and to promise success on our part. It 
we could happily beat up the rest of their Quarters border- 
ing on & near the River, it would be attended with the most 
valuable consequences. I have called a meeting of the Gen- 
eral officers to consult of what measures shall be most pur- 
sued & would recommend that you & Gen 1 . Putnam should 
defer your intended operations till you hear from me. Per- 
haps it may be judged prudent for us to pass here with the 
force we have, if it is practicable &c. or if it is not, that I 
may come down to you & afford every assistance in my power. 
We will try to conceal a plan & upon such principles as shall 
appear to promise success. Please to give me frequent in- 
formation of the State of the River & whether it is to be 
passed in Boats or whether the Ice will admit of a passage. 

I am in haste D r Sir 

with much esteem 

Y r Most Obed Servt 

G°. Washington 

Prisoners Prisoners 

1 Col. 92 Sergeants 

2 Lieut Cols. 20 Drummers 

3 Majors 9 Musicians 

4 Captains 25 Servants 

8 Lieut. 740 Rank & file 

12 Ensigns 

2 Surgeons Mates 



Total 919. about 25 or 30 killed— 6 pieces of Brass 
Artilly. from 900 to 1000 hand Arms &c. 
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(Col. Tench Tilghman to General Mifflin.) 

Head Quarters, Newtown 29 th Decern, 

1776 

Dear General 

Tours to his Excellency came to hand a few Minutes ago, 
we wrote him to give you an answer which he desires may 
be as follows — He will not undertake to give you any par- 
ticular Orders, but leaves it to your Judgment, either to 
join General Cadwallader or proceed up towards Trenton as, 
from Circumstances, you may think most proper. He 
would cross over with the Continental Troops to-morrow, if 
there was any provision made for them in Jersey, but as 
there is not, neither is there enough here to enable them to 
draw four days f! man, he does not think it prudent to do it 
till some Magazines are established. He begs you will have 
all the provision you can get or hear of forwarded on to- 
wards Trenton and procure as many Waggons as possible. 
Flour is particularly wanted, please to make Enquiry what 
Quantity is at the Mills of Bordentown, Allen Town and 
Crosing. Get every Intelligence in your Power and com- 
municate it to the General. 

Caution Cadwallader not to suffer the Enemy to turn too 
quick upon his young Troops, he may play the devil by 
waiting properly upon Flank and Rear. I am led from my 
own feelings on the Occasion to suppose what yours are, 
that is, if there is a posibility of overtaking them to be at 
them yourself. You see you have full Powers and I am 
sure you will use them to the best Effect. 

I am with every Wish for your Success 

Dear Sir 

Y r most ob'. Serv*. 
I am surprised at what Tench Tilghman 

I have wrote upon 
reading it over, but I 
am hardly awake so 
excuse it — 
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(General J. Reed to Colonel J. Cadwalader.) 
D R Sir 

The Bearer will deliver you 80 hard Dollars to be em- 
ployed by you in such Services as Paper will not answer — 

Your favor of 11 °. Clock last Night is received — It is not 
possible to ascertain whether those Hessians which landed at 
South Amboy have proceeded or not — If they have the 
nearer you could move towards Brunswick the better pro- 
vided it did not discover the real Design — our ostensible 
Object must be Prince Town — The carrying off Gen. Lee is 
publickly talk'd of here & I fear will be soon conveyed to 
the Enemy. — It should be undertaken only by Men of the 
most unquestionable Spirit — But his Excell 7 , thinks that this 
Object will be included in the other & with more Success — 
his Wish therefore is at least to postpone it for some Time — 
in the mean Time keep the Horses add to them & mount 
them if possible — but let the Riders know they will suffer 
Death if they desert with the Horses — if it be possible to 
throw them into a Corps with proper officers they will be of 
the greatest Service. 

We have not learned to day what a great Fire — & a great 
firing at or about Princeton last Night was the General does 
not incline to make any Movements till he has farther In- 
telligence — tho' he would have you move to the dividing 
Point between Princeton & Brunswick if the Hessians are 
not at Cranbury or Brunswick — & also provided the Change 
of Quarters will not be too disagreeable to the Militia — 

Let us hear from you by the Return of this Messenger 

Yours 

J Reed 

Jan 1. 1776 [1777.] Adj Gen 

(Lambert Cadwalader to Mrs. Meredith.) 

My Dear Peggy 

I had the Pleasure of yours yesterday Evening without a 
Date and am glad to hear you are all well — I had a Letter 
last Night by Phil from Maryland — they are all in good 
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Health at Shrewsbury — Phil has been there twice within 
these ten Days having paid a Visit to his Brothers who is in 
Kent County — 

Our little victorous Army under G: Washington after 
having performed that signal Service at Trenton wh you 
have heard of ret d to this Side of the River but having rec : 
Intelligence of Johnnys crossing near Bristol the Gen 1 , ret 
again to Trenton & was there joind by Johnnys & Mifflins Bri- 
gades at that Place — G: "Washington having rec. Intelligence 
that the Enemy were marching towards him from Trenton 
sent off about 700 Men to meet them & endeavour to drive 
them back — but the Enemy proving too numerous our Divis- 
ion retired to Trenton and over the Bridge to the Mill-Hill 
where the Gen 1 , in the mean Time had posted our Troops — 
The Enemy took Possesion of Trenton and the Gen 1 , keep- 
ing up his Fires decamp'd suddenly in the Night & taking 
his Rout by a back Road got into the Princeton Road & 
pursued his March towards that Place — on his Way thither 
he met with a Body of British Troops which soon gave 
Way — he then advanced to Princeton & took a considerable 
Number of Prisoners — Our loss is Genl Mercer wounded 
Col. Haslet killed & a Capt of Marines with a few Privates — 
The Genl. then march'd off for Somerset Court House wh. 
is 8 miles out of the Road to Brunswick in order to join 
Gen 1 . Heath's Army from N England & there is a Report 
that this has been affected & that our Army is gone forward 
to Bruns\ Genl. Howe cannot raise a large force anywhere to 
make Head against us — so that we expect very great Events 
in our Town — Our Army in the Jerseys all together must 
amount to near 12,000 — I forgot to tell you we have taken 
5 P 8 . brass Cannon more in the last affairs — I'm in great Hope 
the Jerseys will be cleared of the Enemy entirely — 

A Son of Warwick Coates is come to Town who saw 
Johnny, Meredith & Nixon well at Princeton after the action. 

I went to see Mrs. Nixon yesterday afternoon and such 
an Object of Distress I scarcely ever beheld — her Fears have 
made a perfect Conquest over her Reason & she trembles 
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like an aspen Leaf whenever a Person enters her House — 
I think it is one of the greatest Misfortunes that can befall 
any Person to indulge imaginary Fears & apprehensions 
& like the self-Tormentor in Terence be evermore raising 
up unnecessary Terrors to make oneself miserable & un- 
happy — Whoever expects to find this World a fairy Land 
of Pleasure & Peace of Mind must be very unk[n] owing in 
the Science of human Nature & the affairs of human Life — 
Fortitude of Mind must be exer [torn] in Order to procure 
a tolerable Share of Happiness & I sincerely pity the Weak 
[torn] of those who do not so far make Use of their Rea- 
sons as not to be totally subdued by their Fears & appre- 
hensions — You will hear a thousand Rumors & Reports wh 
if you give the least Credit to you will be laying up a con- 
stant Store of Uneaseness & Disquiet — Depend upon it if any 
thing extraordinary happens I [torn] be the Messenger — 
credit no [torn] News of any Kind — it [torn] Lying had 
become the Re [torn] the World & I am sure the [torn] 
are very minutely perform'd 

Adieu 
in Haste 

Yours af [torn] 
Philad 7 Jany 1777 L [Cadwalader] 

Phils Love to you 

(General Cadwalader' s Address to the Council of Safety.) 

Morris Town January 15 th . 1777 
Sir, 

The Militia of the City of Philadelphia and of the State 
of Pennsylvania have enabled General Washington to strike 
a blow which has greatly changed the face of our Affairs, 
and if they can be induced to continue a few Weeks longer 
there is the strongest probability that the enemy will be 
compelled to quit New Jersey entirely — But it is extremely 
unlucky that the time which they have engaged to serve is 
now expiring and we dread the consequences which may fol- 
low from their persisting in a resolution to return home — 
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The example of the City will probably greatly influence the 
whole Militia of the State — It is therefore of the highest 
consequence to prevail on them, if possible, to Continue in 
the Service until they can be relieved by those who have not 
yet appeared in the Field — If they refuse, and their example 
should be followed by the rest of the Pennsylvanians, it is 
but too probable that General Washington, after the glorious 
Success which has attended his Measures, may be obliged 
to repass the Delaware and retreat to the City of Philadel- 
phia — The fatal consequences of such a step we need not 
paint to you, who have so lately seen the dreadful effects 
produced by the approach of a formidable rapacious enemy — 
It is our duty to inform you that the Militia have under- 
gone the greatest hardships with cheerfulness and have, in 
every instance, shewn the utmost readiness to comply with 
the orders which have been given them — and as all Con- 
tracts Made by public bodies ought especially to be held 
sacred, we are of opinion they are entitled to an honorable 
discharge — Yet as the Situation of our affairs appear to re- 
quire their further Service they have Virtuously determined 
to wait Ten days longer in expectation of the Council of Safety 
taking effectual Measures within that time to supply their 
places with another set of Men who yet remain behind — 
beyond the time we have not the least expectation of their 
stay — for they justly observe that it is very unreasonable 
to expect them to continue in the Field while a great num- 
ber of Men, equally able to bear Arms, are Suffered to 
remain at home with their families enjoying peace, at a dis- 
tance from the Enemy, all the benefits arising from the Vir- 
tuous effects of those who have ventured their lives in the 
defence of liberty and their Country — they say that every 
person able to bear Arms (except those who are conscientiously 
Scrupulous of bearing arms in any case), ought to give their 
personal Service — and that some Test ought to be required 
of every Man — That our Friends may be distinguished from 
our Enemies — It is observed that a number of persons have 
procured appointments, of little Consequence, which they 
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plead in excuse from serving in the Field — it certainly con- 
cerns the honor of those who Make appointments to attend 
to this complaint which is frequently repeated — The impor- 
tance of quieting the Minds of the Associators your honor- 
able body will perceive — and we have no doubt will claim 
your immediate attention as it cannot be doubted but that 
public Measures ought to be regulated by the opinions, tem- 
per and disposition of the people — They have long seen 
public Measures taken without decision and unsupported — 
They have been amused with promises of effectual regula- 
tions and have been disappointed in every instance — In short 
they find Cowards, disaffected Men, and open Enemies to 
the liberties of America are suffered to go abroad owing 
sedition and dispersing their poison in every department 
without punishment or notice — If these evils are not reme- 
died, instantly, we trimble for the consequences to the State of 
Pennsylvania and to all America — These states have declared 
themselves independant, and Pennsylvania depends on your 
Board to support her Honor in this point — We are contend- 
ing for all that is dear and valuable to Men, and it requires 
the assistance of every individual to defend them from a 
cruel and powerful Enemy — We wish to see the Civil 
authority regulate and direct all our public Measures, and 
should greatly lament the Necessity which may compel the 
Military power to take the direction into their hands in or- 
der to save this Country from absolute ruin — but you may 
depend that the Military will exert its authority whenever 
the weakness, languor, or timidity of your Councils shall 
render it their duty so to do, and all the World will justify 
them in it — The necessity of this we conceive you may pre- 
vent by issuing a proclamation requiring the Militia of the 
City of Philadelphia and the Counties of Philadelphia, 
Chester & Bucks who have not complied with the requisi- 
tion of Congress by entering into Service, immediately to 
join General Washingtons Army, or to be banish'd the 
Country and their Estates forfeited — And that a reasonable 
proportion of the Militia of the other Counties be immedi- 
vol. xxxii. — 11 
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ately embodied to relieve those of their respective Counties 
now in the Army when their time of service may expire — 
Those who cannot be equipped at Philadelphia may receive 
Arms and Accoutrements of the Men whom they relieve — 
And we have no doubt but those who are now in Service 
will in due time, relieve such as shall take their present 
posts — by this regulation every Man will give that assistance 
which the necessity of the times require, the honor & Credit 
of the State will be supported and the liberty's of America 
Preserved — Every Man in civil society is equally entitled to 
the enjoyment of Liberty & Safety and is therefore bound 
to yield an equal personal service in support of it — And we 
earnestly recommend that the Council of Safety will take 
such other effectual and spirited measures as will make every 
person capable of bearing Arms give his personal service — 
And we can assure you, That the Militia will be ready at all 
times to give their support to every Resolution of the Repre- 
sentative and executive body which may tend to promote the 
honor, happiness and freedom of the State of Pennsylvania — 
The Militia now here have been inform'd of the contents 
of this Letter and have, from a firm belief of its having a 
good effect, agreed to stay Ten days longer — We therefore 
earnestly request that you will inform the Commanding 
officer here as soon as possible what is likely to be done 
herein — that we may take our Measures accordingly. 

(Col. Timothy Matlack to General Cadwalader.) 

Rariton — January 21, 1777 
Sir, 

Agreeable to your orders I pushed forward on Friday as far 
as to Mc. Gattrees (16 miles) there I learned that there were 
Several Scouting parties out toward the city of Brunswick 
and as I learnt that Col . Coxe ha[d] taken Measures to 
obtain intelligence — I turned off from Bound-brook and 
waited on him at Millstone where I found Col. White who 
was wounded in an attempt to take the Piquet guard — I 
learnt from them that a Spy was then in Brunswick who was 
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expected to return on Sunday — Col. White recommended an 
attempt on the South Side of Brunswick and I intended to 
have gone forward on Sunday Night — but the Spy did not 
come in til late on Sunday Night which rendered it inconven- 
ient to send the necessary orders that evening — Next morning 
the alarm of the foraging party drew the attention of every 
body here — the event of that attempt of the enemy you are 
fully informed of — I think my Men did their Duty on that oc- 
casion — But as soon as the affair was over they determined 
to return home as they learnt that our Baggage was gone to 
Philadelphia — and they complained of a prize of Cyder 
which they had seized being taken from them by some of 
the Independant Companies, which, produced a dangerous 
Quarrel — however no great Mischief ensued — They com- 
plained that their Baggage had been neglected — that their 
shirts being worn out their backs and hips were galled 
very sorely — and what mortified them beyond everything 
they were getting lousy and therefore would go home — I 
found it impossible to get any further service out of them 
and therefore gave them a discharge — upon the alarm today, 
Jive only agreed to Stay — It appears to me unnecessary to go 
forward to your Quarters as Col. Cox will give you every 
information respecting the Situation of affairs here — More 
Men and a number of Field pieces are certainly necessary 
here — as this Quarter can furnish a vast quantity of forage 
which the enemy are in great need of (as appears by their 
Horses) and which the Troops now here cannot possibly 
prevent their obtaining — 

I beg you will [do] me the justice to believe I have [done] 
all that has been in my power for the public service & 
lament that I could not do more — And that I am with great 
Respect 

Your very humble Servant 
T Matlack Col. R B 
Brigadier Gen. Dickinson has gained universal applause by 
his spirited and at the same time prudent conduct : to which 
is justly attributed yesterdays great success T. M. 
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(General Washington to General Cadwalader.) 

Sir, 

March your Brigade from hence to Chatham or the Posts 
below that — Consult with Gen 1 ". Sullivan and Stephen upon 
the Propriety of an attempt upon any of the Enemy's Posts. — 
or giving them a formidable alarm — and, if you sh 4 . find a 
willingness in your officers and Men to the undertaking 
of any practicable Scheme, do not omit, in conjunction with 
the Troops at the Posts of Chatham &c°. to prosecute it. — 
Gen 1 . Sullivan is already wrote to on this head. — 

Prom thence you are at liberty to March your Brigade to 
Philadelphia, and when they are dismissed, communicate to 
them my Sense (contain'd in an address to yourself) of the 
Important Services they have renderd their Country at 
this severe, & inclemant Season — 

Given at head Quarters 

Morris Town this 23 d day of Jan 7 , 

1777. 

G". Washington 

(General Orders to Genl.Cadwalader's Brigade on their discharge in 1776.) 

The additional time for which General Cadwaladers Bri- 
gade engaged, having expired this day, they are discharged 
for the present. 

The General returns his Thanks to the Officers and Men 
of this Brigade, who nobly step'd forth at the most inclem- 
ent Season of the Year, and by their Example, infused a 
Spirit into many of their Brethren of the province of Penn- 
sylvania, the Effects of which the Enemy have already felt, 
and if properly kept up and supported must end in their 
total Ruin. 

The General therefore hopes, that both the Officers and 
Men, will, upon their Return home, endeavour to rouse those, 
who have not yet lent a hand to save their Country ; they 
have a right to do more, they have a right to insist upon it. 
But should every Man, except those, who have already 
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fought and conquered under him, refuse to turn out upon a 
future Occasion, the General assures himself that they will 
never let him call for their Assistance in vain. 

(Gol. Clement Biddle to Hon. James Wilson.) 

Camp Coryells ferry 
July 29, 1777 
Dear Sir 

I take the Liberty to refer you to a Certificate w oh . the 
Bearer the Reverend Mr. Rob'. MacMurdie will shew you 
from His Excellency General Washington & one that I have 
given from a sense of Gratitude to the Memory of my late 
worthy Friend General Mercer who I have often heard 
express a warm Approbation of & Friendship for the Char- 
acter & Conduct of M r . M ac . Murdie — 

He has I verily believe by his constant Attendance to his 
Duty paid little Attention to soliciting a more lucrative Ap- 
pointment than Chaplain to a Regiment, but a large Claim 
from a numerous Family stimulates him to ask the appoint- 
ment to a Brigade if that Arrangement should take place 
and favours conferd are the strongest Inducement to ask as 
Interest for further Indulgences — 

I arrived on the Pennsylvania side of Coryells ferry last 
Evening — One Brigade (Muhlenbergs) of Gen 1 . Greene's 
Division came over the River — the other Gen\Weedons are 
at the landing on the opposite side — Genl. Lincolns Division 
are on the Jersey side of Howell's Ferry, (four miles above 
here) Gen 1 . Stephens a few miles behind them & we seem to 
halt for further Intelligence of the Enemys motions (as we 
have no news of the fleet since seen off Egg Harbour) in fine 
spirit after great fatigue — I expect Lord Sterlings Division 
are at Brunswick & that this night Gen 1 . Sullivans will reach 
Morris Town. 

Should Philadelphia be the Object of the Enemy I think 
we have a most glorious Chance of successful Opposition, but 
should the Troops be Ordered beyond the North River in 
Consequence of any Change in the Enemies Opperations it 
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would not only fatigue but in some measure dispirit them 
w° h . induces me to wish that it may not become necessary 

I scarcely know how to excuse my Omission in writing, 
but I Cannot have a better than to plead my hurrying De- 
partment — 

I cannot forbear enclosing a Letter I received from Gen 1 

St. Clair who I fear has been very very unjustly traduced — 

please take Care of it as it is the Original & believe me 

Y r very Obliged & Obed. Serv 

Clement Biddle 
[Addressed] 

To 
The Honorable 

James "Willson 
Pav d by Member of Congress 

Rev d . Mb. MacMurdie Philadelphia 

(General Washington to General Cadwalader.) 

Wilmington Augt 28 th : 1777. 
D E Sir 

General Howe has advanced part of his force about Two 
miles this side the Head of Elk, and from the information of 
Deserters and prisoners, soon will be towards Philadelphia. 
If that is his object, and of which there can be but little 
doubt, I think many important advantages would be derived 
from the Militias hanging on his Rear or Right Flank, after 
he leaves Elk, while he is opposed by this Army in Front 
or in such other way as shall seem most advisable from 
circumstances. But then, I am wholly at a loss to whom to 
address myself respecting the Militia on the Eastern shore, 
not knowing their officers or where they are assembling. 
The Congress thought proper to point out Gen 1 . Smalwood 
and Col Gist to arrange & conduct 'em, who, owing I sup- 
pose to a miscarriage of the dispatches that were sent them, 
have not yet reached this place, nor have I heard anything 
of them. Matters being thus circumstanced, and as the aid 
of the Militia is very material and no time is to be lost in 
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obtaining It, I must request your Good offices and interest 
in assisting to assemble — spirit up and forward them in tbe 
best manner things will a [torn] towards the Head of the 
Bay, that they may be in a situation to annoy the Enemy 
should they make a push against Philadelphia, giving such 
advice and direction to the Officers as shall appear to you 
necessary and proper. I know well, that your situation in 
this instance will be delicate and not a little embarrassing. 
I feel myself in that predicament : Yet, I trust the exigency 
of our Affairs will not only furnish an apology but will fully 
justifye your interesting yourself upon this Subject. For 
the requisition I have made, I shall offer no excuse. It is 
the result of necessity and founded in the most implicit 
confidence that you are, and will be ready upon all occas- 
sions to afford every aid in your power to advance the true 
interest and happiness of your Country : influenced by those 
considerations I have made It, and have only to add that I 
am with great regard & esteem 

D r Sir 

yr most obed Sevt 
P. S. G° : Washington 

Several deserters have 
come in to day and our 
parties made between thirty 
& forty prisoners. 

[Addressed] 

Genl Cadwalader 
Wilmington 

12 o Clock at Night 

(Colonel Tench Tilghman to General Cadwalader.) 

Head Quarters Valley Forge, 18 th January 

78 
Dear General 

This oppertunity, by Col. Hollingsworth, is the first that 
has presented itself since you left us, or you should have 
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heard from me before. By the same conveyance I send 
you several letters that have been sent here at different 
times. 

Our Men have all got comfortably covered in their Huts 
and better quarters are not in the World, I mean as to 
warmth and I believe will turn out so as to health. But 
the event will shew it. It has at least this good effect that 
the Country is compleatly defended, The Enemy have 
never been out but once since you left us, they then came 
in full force, took away a quantity of Hay from Tinicum 
and the other Islands, but by keeping light parties extended 
along their line they were hindered from doing the least 
damage to the inhabitants. A state of inactivity puts a stop 
to all news in the Military line. In the underhand political 
there is a deal of jugling. But I trust the Storm will break 
upon the Heads of those who attempt to raise it. Great 
pains are taking to swell the Character of the Northern 
Horse and to depreciate that of our worthy General. Who 
is at the bottom of this you I dare say will easily guess. 
But that you may not be in doubt, it is a Gentleman who 
resigned important offices at a critical time. Several letters 
under the signature of a foreigner have already made their 

appearance in the papers all tending to extol G as the 

first soldier in the World, giving him the Credit of all the 
Northern successes and not saying a syllable of the Merits of 
Lincoln or Arnold. The letters are well wrote, but the 
Cloven foot is too plain, not to be discerned by the most 
common Eye. 

This damned faction founded solely upon the Ambition 

of one Man, for G is but a puppet, is so fraught with 

every mischief, that every honest Man ought upon the first 
discovery to give the Alarm, as he would upon the discovery 
of a fire which if suffered to get head, would destroy one of 
our most valuable Arsenals. Many of our best officers have 
already taken the Alarm and will speak in very plain terms 
if matters require it. I cannot say that I am in the least 
uneasy. I am so conscious that every action of the Gener- 
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al's will bear the light, (from the commencement of the 
"War to this day,) that I wish they may he called to view. 
I am certain that their splendor will confound all those who 
like Moses work in the dark, and would wish to undermine 
the Men that they dare not attack by day. I know you so 
well, and know the regard you have for the General so well 
also, that I need not ask you to speak when there is occa- 
sion, and to paint matters in their true lights. This is the 
way to stop the poison that they are attempting to instill into 
the minds of the people thro' the Channel of a Newspaper — 
Conway is made Superintendant General with the Rank 
of Major General. He has come down full of his own im- 
portance and wrote the General a letter for which he de- 
served to be kicked. He treated it with the contempt it 
deserved, and sent a Copy of it to Congress, who I think 
must clip his "Wings or affront the General direct. The 
Major's and Brigadier's General have all remonstrated 
against his extraordinary promotion from youngest Brigadier 

to Major General. Conway is of the Junto and M H 9 

right hand Man. If matters are pushed much farther, a 
scene will open that few people know any thing about. 
Arnold will speak and shew who oblige'd Burgoine to 
strike. I will give you a part of the secret History. Upon 
the 7 th . October, Arnold seeing an advantage, sent to Mor- 
gan to begin the engagement and pawned his honor to 
support him. Morgan attacked accordingly, and Arnold 
advanced his "Way. Gates sent Arnold word to halt, he re- 
turned for answer, he had promised Morgan to support him 
and support him he would by G-d. — Victory crowned the 
Work, and the surrender was the Consequence of it. There 
are other matters also of a like nature, which would never 
have been known had not one man have attempted to have 
robbed all the rest of their share of the Glory. 

Ingratitude, I hope my friend will never triumph over its 
Benefactor. I have no doubt but every honest Man and 
lover of his Country will take fire at an attempt to calum- 
niate a Character, solely actuated by patriotism, and who by 
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his steady perseverance and upon the Basis of that Confi- 
dence which the whole Continent reposed in him, supported 
the drooping Cause, and by a kind of Magic raised that 
very Army which humbled the proud Burgoyne. I have 
said enough to set you on fire, but be moderate — 
Adieu my good Friend and believe me 

Yrs. sincerely 

Tench Tilghman 

Make free with my Sentiments and with my Name if you 
have occasion. — As Arnold said to Morgan — I will support 
you— 

(Hon. Henry Laurens to General Cadwalader.) 

Philadelphia 

12 th . Sept 1778. 
Sir. 

His Excellency General Washington having recommended 
to Congress the appointment of a General of Horse, the 
House took that subject under consideration the 10 th . Inst, 
when you were unanimously elected Brigadier & Comman- 
der of the Cavalry in the service of the United States. 

From the general voice above mentioned you will per- 
ceive Sir, the earnest desire of the House that you will 
accept a Commission & enter as early as your convenience 
will admit of upon the duties of the Office & I flatter myself 
with hopes of congratulating you in a few days upon this 
occasion. 

I have the honor to be 

with particular Esteem & Regard 

Sir Your obedient & 

Most humble Servant 

Henry Laurens 

President 

of Congress. 
The Honorable 

Brigadier General Cadwalader 
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(Draft of Ool. Cadwalader's Letter to Washington.) 

Maryland 19 th Sept: 1778 
Sib 

I have the highest Sense of the Honor conferred upon 
me by Congress in appointing me a Brigadier in the Con- 
tinental Service, with the Command of the Cavalry : more 
particularly, as the voice of Congress was unanimous — 

I cannot consent to enter into the Service, at this time, as 
the War, appears, to me, to be near the close — But should 
any Misfortunes give an unhappy turn to our affairs I shall 
immediately apply to Congress for a Command in the army- 

I have the honor to be with the greatest regard & esteem 
Your Excellency's, etc, etc. 

(General Washington to General Cadwalader.) 

Head Qrs. Tappan Oct. 5 th 80 
Dear Sir, 

I have to acknowledge an [d] thank you for your obliging 
& friendly letter of the 20 th . Ult° — It came to this place in 
my absence from the army, and during my necessary deten- 
tion at West Point on a very interesting but disgraceful 
incident in our Military occurrences. — 

Altho' I have but little leizure for the gratification of 
private corrispondencies, I beg you to be assured, that from 
a warmth of friendship, any letters of yours will be grate- 
fully accepted. — and it is with much pleasure I receive fresh 
assurances of your regard & attachment to me. — 

We are now drawing an inactive Campaign to a close. — 
The beginning of which appeared pregnant with events of 
a favourable complexion. — I hoped, but hoped in vain — that 
a pro[s]pect was displaying which would enable me to fix a 
period to my Military pursuits, and restore me to domestic 
life. — 

The favourable disposition of Spain — The promised suc- 
cour from France — The combined force in the West Indies — 
The declaration of Russia (acceded to by other powers of 
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Europe — humiliating to the naval pride & power of Great 
Britain) — The superiority of France & Spain by Sea in 
Europe — The Irish claims — and British disturbances, formed 
in the agregate an opiniou in my breast — which is not very 
susceptable of peaceful dreams — that the hour of deliver- 
ance was not far distant, for that however unwilling Great 
Britain might be to yield the point, it would not be in her 
power to continue the contest. — But alas ! these prospects, 
flattering as they were, have proved delusory, and I see 
nothing before us but accumulating distress. — We have 
been half our time without provision & are like to continue 
so. — We have no Magazines, nor Money to form them. — 
And in a little time we shall have no Men, if we had Money 
to pay them. — We have lived upon expedients till we can 
live no longer — In a word, the history of the War is a his- 
tory of false hopes and temporary devices, instead of system 
& ecconomy. 

It is in vain however to look back — ]STor is it our business 
to do so — Our case is not desperate if virtue exists in the 
people, and there is wisdom among our Rulers ; but to sup- 
pose that this great resolution can be accomplished by a 
temporary Army — that this Army will be subsisted by State 
supplies — and that taxation alone is adequate to our wants, 
is, in My opinion absurd, and as unreasonable as to expect 
an Invasion in the order of Nature to accomodate things to 
our views. 

If it was necessary, it' could easily be proved to any person 
of a Moderate share of understanding, that an annual Army — 
or an Army raised on the spur of the occasion — besides 
being unqualified for the end designed, is, in various ways 
which could be enumerated, ten times more expensive than 
a permanent body of Men under good organization and Mili- 
tary discipline, which never was, nor never will be the case 
of new Troops — A thousand arguments resulting from ex- 
perience & the nature of things might also be adduced to 
prove, that the Army, if it is to depend upon State supplies, 
must disband or starve — and that taxation alone (especially 
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at this late hour) cannot furnish the means to carry on the 
"War — Is it not time then to retract from error, and benefit 
by experience ? or do we want further proof of the ruinous 
system we have pertinaciously adhered to. 

You seem to regret not havi[ng] accepted the appoint- 
ment of Congress to a command in the Army — It is a cir- 
cumstance that ever was sincerely regretted by me — and it 
is the more to be lamented as we find an officer high in 
Rank and Military reputation, capable of turning apostate 
and attempting to sell his Country: — Men of independent 
spirit and firmness of Mind, must step forth to rescue our 
affairs from the embarassment they have fallen into, or they 
will suffer in the general wreck — I do not mean to apply 
this more to the Military than civil life — We want the best 
and ablest men in both. — 

To tell you, if any event sh d ever bring you to the Army, 
and you have no command in it equal to your Merit, nor 
place more agreeable than being a member of my family, 
that I should be happy in seeing you there — would only be 
repeating what I have often said before, and you want no 
proof of. — 

My best respects attend M rs . Cadwalader, and compli- 
ments of congratulation await you both on the Increase of 
your family. — "With sentiments of the most sincere regard 
& affection, 

I am-— D r Sir 

Y r . Most Obed'. Serv'. 

G°: "Washington 
General Cadwalader. 

(Mrs. E. Biddle to Mrs. General Greene.) 

I acknowledge the negligence which you charge me with 
my D r Friend, & own myself indebted, but have never re- 
ceived more than two of your agreeable Letters — writeing 
you know was never a favorite amusement with me, & the 
domestick Life I have been confind to for several months 
past has not furnish'd me with anything Entertaining to 
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communicate tho' I could not Lett Major Burnett Leave us 
without assuring you of the unremitting regard I Ever have, 
& shall feel for you — My D r Little George I saw Frequently 
while he was att Colonel Pettits & since he has been att 
Princetown he has improved to your utmost wish — Tom 
Longs to see him & begs Mama to give his Love to Mrs 
Green. "We indulge ourselves often with recollecting the 
pleaseing hours that passed while you were here & the 
Prospect of peace gives me a hope of the speedy renewal of 
them — You cannot conceive how happy the certainty of the 
evacuation of Charlestown made us indeed it was Little short 
of the pleasure Experienced by the Carolinaans themselves. 
Mr. Biddle is much indisposed with a bad cold but desires 
his Compliments to the Gen : & yourself whene you will 
please to make mine also & believe me 

Dr Madam Ever Most 
affectionately Your Friend 

R. Biddle 



